The Marvelous Man 

An Overview of Luke’s Gospel

Luke 1:1-4 the book is written for the intellectual person. First two chapters will contain information that is not recorded anywhere else in Scripture. The Genealogy will occur after we get to know Jesus first.

4. World – Wide Interest in Israel’s Messiah (Gentiles brought in)


Matthew 2:1-2 - Herod the King, Jerusalem, King of the Jews


Luke 2:1,9-10 – worldwide emphasis, gentiles (God’s purpose for Israel)


           :25-32 – Simeon understands Gentiles are to be blessed through Israel.


Matthew 3:1-3 – In those days


Luke 3:1 – Government, priesthood, historical point


           :2-3 – remission of sins


           :4-6 – all flesh shall see

Even in the parables, Matthew and Luke will differ. Luke in all but 2 parables will start with the phrase “ a certain man did…”. Matthew in all but 4 parables will start the parable with the phrase “the kingdom of heaven is…”. 

4.a. The Physician –diagnosing the cure (more healings are recorded in Luke than the other gospels)


Luke 4:38 – great fever


         5:12 – full of leprosy


           :18 – taken with palsy


         7:2 – ready to die


         8:43 – issue of blood, spent all her living


        13:11 – bowed together (arthritis)

4.b. Prayer –dependence upon God the Father


Sinless humanity shown three ways



b.1. traits in person of Jesus



b.2. point out what Jesus taught



b.3. narrow the narrative




Prayer in Luke not counting the Garden of Gethsamne





Matthew records one prayer instance





Mark records two prayer instances





Luke –records prayer throughout the book!






Luke 3:21 – only Luke records






Luke 6:12-13 choosing of Apostles

Luke shows Jesus completely dependent on God the Father – Jesus is not working in His own power, but dependent upon the power of the Father.


Luke 9:18-20 praying (only Luke records) is spiritual perception there?


Luke 9:28 prayer (and that purpose was to pray)

4.c. Poverty 


Manger for crib


Luke 2:24 poor man’s offering


Parables : Good Samaritan, Prodigal Son

4.d. Emphasis on Dinners


Micah 5:2 – from everlasting



3 tabletop accounts of note Luke 5:27-29; 7:37; 10:38




Women are prominent in Luke (Mary, Elizabeth, Anna, Mary & Martha,     number of widows, the issue of blood woman, weeping daughters of Jerusalem, etc.)

4.e. The human element and compassion of the man Jesus


Luke 2:36-37 - the details of Anna’s life, widow 84 years old


         8:42 – only daughter


         9:38 – only child


         7:12-13 – compassion, weep not


         15:1-2

4.f. Crucifixion account Luke 23:33 only Luke records the word Calvary, and only the KJV keeps the word as Calvary!


3 cries from the cross:





Luke 23:34 – compassion





             :43 – forgive sins





             :46 – dependence on God the Father






Result – Luke 23:47 – a righteous man

